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THAT'S ALL I N KARIN 
WANT TO KNOW.' €HRU«SEP ANP 
SMILfP AT HER 
OWN ROMANTIC 
NOTION*. HE 
WAS ATTRACTIVE 



BLE AS A 
R4MPAOIN* 
STEER. SHE 
WOUt-P PROB- 

aslv never see 

HIM A OA I N 
BACK AT THE 
RANCH, <5ARV 
RyPER WAS WAIT- 
(NO FOR HER- 
MAN TLf 
PERSISTENT 
ANP A REAL 
PRiENO, TMOUOH 
HE WOULP HAVE 
HOPED TO 
MEAN MORE.... 
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wi55ED your pinner 

SO 'YOU'D BETTER 
COMB RlSHT IN ANP 
HAVE SOME WOW. 
ANP THERE IS SOME 
THINS IN THE ACCOUNTS 



yUTrtCUSH THS WORDS WERI SPOKEN IN 
MR. BLERRY'S CU5TOMARY MANNER,KARSN 
PETECTEP A 5TRONS NOTE OF SERIOUS- 
NESS, THEN, NO SOONER HAP THEY 6AT 
POWN TO PINNER, WHEN SEVERAL SHOT5 
PUNGTUREP THE NIGHT'S STILLNESS. THEY 
RAN OUT TO SEE 

WE PON'T HOLP 
.WITH PROWLERS, 
STRANGER. 
START 
TALKING.' 
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£uT ALL WAS NOT AS PERFECT AS THE 
MEETiNd OF THEIR LiPS A NO THE PLEDSE 
OF THEIR HEARTS. IN CLIFF, THERE WAS A 
SEARCHING, IRREPRESSIBLE RESTLESSNESS. I 
KAREN WATCHED IT ANYIOUSLV. THEN. 
LATE ONE NltSHT... 



WE CAN'T LEAVE OR E*£ 
MARRIED VET. WE HAVf 
MRRDLY ANtTHINS TO 
START UVINC ON .' 



/ ^ 

The 

(sold in the 

AS SAVER' 5 

OFFICE 

KAREN'S 

HEART 

TREMBLED 

AT THE MEM 
THOUGHT 
WHAT 
CLIFF 

contemplated. 

But in 
Cliff's EVE5 
was THE 
LOOK OF 

BOLD 
AUDACITY 
SHE HAD 
COME TO 
KNOW AND 
FEAR .' 
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Karen hap 

THE STRANdE 

THAT CLtFF 
WAS 

HER... WAITING, 
THERE IS MO 

tfREATER 
TORMENT THAN 
FEARlKd THE 
ONE YOU LOVE/ 
BUT THEN IT 
WAS T(WE FOR 

THE FALL 
ROUNPuP AMP 
FINALLY. 
THE BUS 
CATTLE PRlvE 
v TO TOWN. 
I (N HOPES OF 
MOMENTARY 

FOffaeiFuuESs. 

KAREN 

WENT 

ALona 



•They moved aheap for uneventful 
hours — until the stars were 
twinkling- beacons overhead. then, 
inexplicably, the isreat herp stopped, 
ralph rope aheap to see what was 
wrons. he retlirnsp pale and 

SHAKEN 




ONE OF THE 
TOWN'S 

BOUNCERS, 
HAP OWNED 

MANY OF 
THE TRAILS. 

BLft HE'D 

kept them 
free for the 
townsfolk, 
cliff hap 
Bought 
them with the 
assurance 
that when 

THE OLD 
MAN DIED- 
HE, TOO, 
WOULD 
KEEP THEM 

FREE. 
BUT NOW.... 
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Hastily, karen packed her sass-the sobs 
tearing at her throat. and then, as 5he 
wa5 ready to leave « a tall, erect figure 
blocked her path 
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what's the /m^ttez with ME r . 
lW\ NOT VGt-V/SO&.-YEt X HAVE 
TO S7ANO &Y TO WA1CH 
OTHee &IGLS AND THEltZ 

HAVING.. SOB.. FMN. 
HELEN AND SUSAN, THEY &OTH 
HAVE &EAUS 1 
PEQUDOF... 
THAT NOISE ! 




I HOPE SO/TOO, T I COTM OLtMPSE OF CACTUS ON THE 
lini<:.,wnav\e$( TeAfL eEFoee IT OIPPEO INTO THAT 

■-■'•<= AMES, MY *^.&LEN BACK THESE, ANO CNONT" 
FOLKS T HE KM FI&USE IT FOZAAUCH. JUSlANOJHSe J 

~ ~ ITSiCJfc <Z~ < COWTOWN,! THOUGHT. NOWISE 

tovvn.1 oi^t * =eeuiN& it£ oojn& to 
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whew *me i£*r BMf sre^vGi* at M4 *7e7vmvi? 

7#£ K4.&4*W f S^ l 7O0,7HOee>#T mw&S WOVtC> 0£ 

I LIKE HtM,AN& I COULD TELL BY THE WAY HE LOOKEO 
THAT HE LIKEO/VIE. JUST 

here on Bu&wess, 
Doesr whatever * 

iS,IT/WJST 
SOMETHING- 




NO, I LL BET HE HASN'T/NOW 
^ND HELEN CAN KEEP 

Sv-vi»vrHy/'uNii:£ a 
Biom setter than 
their /weN * 




TH£ Sff£i.L Of 
TO C4C7X& 



EVERYTHING'S FINISHED, MOTHER.. 
I I'M TO CiDE INTO TOWN TO 

SEE HOW THE WORK'S PRO- 
GRESSED ON THE RAILROAD. I'LL 
PROBABLY HAVE SuPPBS WITH 
| .SUSAN AND HELEN, SOp 
DON'T EXPECT ^ 

KATIE. 




^5^H E s much handsomer than either 

OR Tl/Vt I JUST KNOW THE OiRlS WILL 
be e-eeeN WHEN THEY SEE him .if I ONLY 
KNEW WHAT HE OI0 THOUGH. THEN J COULD 
REALLV CROW. BUT ITS BOUND TO B£ 
SOvifiTHi/VG' Wl PORTA NT. 
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yes, roe 

TO A>V£? 
■Stt&fMS TMBy 

or wotr iwvs*- 
seme T#£y 
wee# Amp tW4T 

AYOW/T 

was nee 

TO 
&&A&.<*S 

47 TSVe&ig.- 

&S&4Y&00/C- 
/=£V/W+f., 



\wha-; link f you.. 
/YOU'&B vVDEKiNe 

FOR THE ISA I L ECMPf 
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Throve* 
i..**o*£* r 



as vov < Or*.V, I 
LOST YOjB ) £»rt 



NS oot TO 
Mf <re*wvi_£. 7i*S jO& , 

THE J WCLL.. 

^oeccw. 

C'/nON. I'll \ eiOHT. 

VW«LK VOtl TO J 



JtW'Sf *Y 7Mf 07#E*- &s*t*f 
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OOi/peAf write* ToG&rAt&e: T#£*' 
A 3*XM76Y&y/>to*t 7MT 

he askeo -vie to teust hiaa. I 

WONDER WHAT tiEAAMANT &Y 
THATTVT COULD /MEAN NOTHING, 
AND THEN AOAlt4, ~ 



txw&vt co*r**t/££> roHtowr 
A&e. &t/r rMDv&v SMe *vreo- 
£K*C£0 TAl£ \$£/&S£C7 TO £4W. tf£ 
BfTMEje *UA64&£& ra CsH4jY&£ 7M£ 

s&aueer &e &£ m<was£i. r 

K4&l/£~ TWSv; Ovf sWOS/T. . 
IT'S SUCH A BEAUTIFUL J YES, BUT 

njoht, ©eevis a t iVe <voes 

shajvxetooo JtMPoeiAN 

TO BED YET. • THIN&S TO oc 

but you've ooi * 
woe< TO'Wo*?eowA 





*£4£-r*sSM£ 

acr Turns \ 




THATS IN WASWN&TON.VVHAT BUSINESS WCXA-C 
LiN*; HAVE WITH A OOvE£NAAENT AOENCyTcOUCO 
THAT BE WHAT HE MEANT WHEN HE ASKED /ME 
TO TEUCT HWTTHE ENVELOPES C**£N. IT 
won't DO ANV HA&M if X PEEK 




WHV, heSa-.a SPECIAL INVESTI&ATOC' 
TMATS WHY HS'S SO SELF-EPFACIN& AND 

quiet/ he's oo*no && woet neeE/ 

JUST WAIT TILL THE CfieuS HEAE ABOUT 

this/now weIl^ee who4 





4*p9af n<*<- 
asaXiYT, At&e 

AWVgT 
A**sr£*?y 7H4T 

ACr/v/r/fs. TMf 

A f /FXT/*Oe/Y*Y& 
VWTAf Ttt£ SUMS, 

V/z *X>*£> TO 



' KATIE, HON, *<1 WANTED TO OtVE YOU 
WHAT BetNOS) THIS, LINK. VOU LEFT IT 
YOU DOWN I— ' BEHIND VOU LAST NI&HT. 
HEee SO WHY DIDN'T YOU TELL /VIE 
eABLYT )> YOU W6CE A eOVECN/WENT 
F AOCNT, INSTEAD OF LETTING" 
/V\E THINK VOU WECE 

" just a LAeoeee ?" 



7^F 
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CLOSE &*i*>™& 

frexxv Oc/r&r 

^-OV WAS 



omcx- no 7o*^v *feG*ev**&£~ 
*s*£> &coKe ro/tet&YS — as 
Afietsw ftiee peon t*<? 




vOu'tee Aw>Hiy Iyes, whose 

LATE, KATIE. WE I LlNKtAHYW*' 1 
EXPECTED you J we thOvowi 
AND LINK A yOUt> COviE 

half houb To&eTHec 

HE H^O^CWE 
&US"V6S^ TOattEnqJ 
TO FiegT 



VOL) /MEAN OO^E^NAieMT 

Business, don't you? 
don't ©es'OAiKSTeeious, 
kr^Tie, wetes all fei^ncs 
Heee.eesioes, it can't ee I 
veer iaaPoktant if it has j 

TO DO WTTH CACTUS. 
NOTHIN& £VEe HAPPENS 
IN THtS TOWN, - 




rATit <*£u/**&o **ortr*7 ant's 
A^l/rT£#v& CO*A1&*7, A*& &**t£0 TO 

CAvcur mF riooo or woeos *x*t 



THAT'S HOW LITTLE YOU KHOW ' SOME- 
THING BiO *S &OIN& TO HAPPEN ON 
THE BAIL POAO, AAAy©e W'THIN A FEW 

davs/i know, ee- ^ — ■ 

CAUSEI FOLLOWED J HONEST <*0-OSH, 
link TONXjHT and <J o'vou^yPPOse 
SAW HIA-) UN - J SOMEONe'S 0OtNC-> 

coveeiNo some 
mol.es in the Ctrr ^ the 
THAT LOOKEO LIKE 
EXPLOSIVE T^APS 



wet> BETTee stop 

talking- about this / 8E£n talkino. he D 
k UNTIL L*TE* i^tfs^VT M FfeiOUS 




S&*&e#£ a*ys tATfo. &€ caeeful, link, I 

KNOW WHAT VOWCB 
A&OUT Oue CMTE TDAiOeCOw fci^ OONO TOMOCKXv 
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what t&»t\b, ) THeee's mo need of C'EttinG" 
how did -/ excn-ec?, i_(Mtc;j followepvdu 
you know?' \ peoAA/vM ketchin's eo»eotN&- 

HOW, K*Tl£ r y HOUSE THE OTHEe NI©HT .AND 

s*w you uNcoveeiN& those 

BLASTING HOLES IN THE CUT. I 

knew you wouldn't uii££ jt. 
gut... 




I'VE OOT TO DO WHAT I CAN TO STOP | i.//VfcfOO^ 
7HBA*>fVOU ElPE INTO TOWN FO<? THE J CrO ALONE,' 
£HEeiPF/TEi-l_ HWt/TONICTHT^ THEl— ^ WAtT POZ. 

ni&ht insteao^no that he —-^ the 5h£islp-f/ 
Shoulo&ethis/v^enoutto 
the e^ileoac a£ fastis j 
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Her father's legacy dictated that Sue Lawrence 
take on the man siied job of running a ranch-- 
a ranch that was the target for greedy eyes and 
Itchy trigger fingers. And then a handsome 
stranger rode into her life, and she found herself 
with another legacy -a legacy of love. But it was 
written in -the cards that she had to make a 
choice -and it wasn't until the roar of six-guns 
dissipated the fog of indecision that she 
realized there is no substitute for a kiss 
that touches the heart.' 




M Sue 
Spurred her 
horse toward 
town, she tried 
to forget the 

heavy 
responsibility 
that had fallen 
on her 
shoulders. 
The purple 
Sagebrush on 
the wide proine. 
the fluey 
clouds above, 
■end the wind 
stinging her 
beautiful 
fact gave her 
a momentary 
feeling of 
exhilaration-. 



Shortly after she reached town. Sue let vtord get 
around that She Wae looking for raxch hands... 



rare 
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There was 
Something about 
Zeb Brown's 

confident 
Smirk that 

bothered 

Sue. She 
instinctively 
felt repelled 

by his cocky 
*taft»er, 
and the 
group of silent, 
Staring men, 
who watched 

her gave her 

ike feeling 
of being 
hemmed in by 

poisonous 

rattlers.„ 



Impatiently. Sue shrugged off her doubts. 
Experienced cowhands weren't easy tocorral. 
gy hiring Zeb and his riders, She could 
quickly solve her problem... 
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/* the roundup days -thai followed, 
she found it hard to keep the pUnt 
of admiration out of Her eyes as she 
saw Jim doing the work of two men 
•-Saw his easy grace in the saddle, 
as if he were molded to it. 





But it wasn't all work for Sue and 
Jim. There were nights when 
they would huddle near the 
welcoming warmth of a fire- not 
savins much -but letting their 
eyes tell of the feeling that was 
growing between them,.~ 



IT'S WOT ONLY THAT HE'S SOHMVSOME, 
BUT HE'S SOMEONE TO TALK TO --LISTEN J 
TO — ' UIM - 1 WONITEe IF YOU 
KNOW WHAT YOU'VE COME 
TO MEAN TO ME .' ? ' 




Bttt Jim had Something e!seiocanten4 
With. Thehostilityof2eyayidkiS 
boys who sensed Sue's feeling toward 

hi: 



listen, hombrb, you were 
hi rep to po some work on this 
eolfnpup, not make sheep eyes 
At the lapy boss, now you 
start pulling your, 
weight or •■ * 



„ "rlE IS. 
ZEB. NOW 
STOP THIS 

QUARRELLING^ 
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The Ufktnma draw had left 
them all oasptna in dismay, 
their eyes tinned with 
reluctant respect*. 




B%t not even the reassuring 
words of Jim could ease Ae 
Cold fear Stat clutched at her 
heart like a, wintry prairie 
wind. How could she let this 
lean, hard son of ft t west ride 
out cf her lift now f 



I STARTEP TO PUUP A HOUSE 
ON MY PIECE. SUE - PUT NOW 
I KNOW WHO THAT HOUSE IS 
Soma TO BE FOR. I'lj 
8E BACK TO SHOW IT 
J, PARUN6. 





She saw him ride off with tears 
Strnfinc her eyes, and even 
before he was out of Sight, Sue 
knew the ranch would never 
be the same without him.-. 
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WU'RE PEAP WffONO, SUE . \ 
WHY PONT YOU RIPS INTO 
TOWN AND CKECV MY 
CLAIM? IT'5 NOT YOUR 
ANP/ r'P NEVER TAKE j 
T IF - 




Jf*t 5ve let Jim's Words haitf in 
mil}- Air, as sh* reined h*r torse 
Atttf galloped off at * ««•</ pacz 
to hide- ike he*r frrpO. inter souL. 



f I CHANGEP MY MINP, ZEB.' 
( I PONT WANT YOU ANP THE BOYS 
STO BOTHER. HIM TONIGHT. I'LL 
f RIPF INTO TOWN TOMORROW ^_ 




/5 tfiey arrived at ike rn nek, Sue 
•was suddenly aware ofZib's new 
attitude -an attitude that stripped 
the pretense of respect he "had 
faaiuUitied up to now... 



I WASN'T REAPY TO WAKE MY MOVE 
SI5TER - BUT YOU CAUEP THE TURN 
YOU AIN'T KJPJNG 
NOWHERE TOMORROW. 
SURE -THAT'S HIS MNP 
BUT I DIPNTR66EJ? / 
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The ftitiowtitf day, one of 7eb's riders 
Approached wi'ih a flag ofiruce, asking 
•fo speak io Jim... 



THE GAL BOSS SENT MB.' SHE ' 
CUECKEU YOUR CLAIM AND FINES 
THIS PIECE YOURS AIL LFGAL A — 
FAIR. 5HE WANTS YOU TO 
FDR AN 
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HE MARRIAGE 
CCMHACT IN PAW* 
OP LABRADOR 
PROVIDES THAT THE 
BRIDE'S PAHEMTS 
FURNISH THE 
NEWLVWEPS WITH 
enough F/REWO 

TO LAST FOR 2 " 
AFTER THff " 
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sun was like a giant pendulum, swinging down Behind ike 
Mis ofMesaRidge, and each passing second -throbbed with ike 
heartbeat of deadly suspense. Soon, two guns would flask - and a max 
would die.' But Tex Kintey knew that -Die love he cherished would 
beslain in that exchange of gunfire/ 





Ttx KinUy 
Sat in ike 
josthna stage 
Coach {hit rolled 

across ike 
roctetrewH road 
toward Ktko. 
The -tmy 
tnusctt at his 
jaw quivered 
as Mis tensed 
hand hovered 

almost 
involuntarily 
over his gun 
holster... 



af3vtr since he was a kid. Vet hud practised tirelessly 
15 io become an expert gunman rtith this missioned 
hate in mud. Evtn the radiantly beautiful girl vAoskt 
opposite him could not draw hint from his ominous 
preoccupation... 




COWBOY LOVF 



C~?lte scftfinema tf 
^tkeorrtmslHee* 
SCtnt ofprntrie flowers, 
as fasetlariom mlk 
qnOt stwiftk beside tit 
strtMM and applied Ut 
wetted kendkerdne/ to tie 
*c*»d. Memoticxfitr 
deeper Cm anMvJt 

weHedytitevikerftrtiii 

Unmof&e 



RECKON l£A0 WAS 
!> «0 A M TE TCC 
FAST FOR THEIR TASTE, 
MAM. TMEV 
HIGWTAUED IT. 





fhtsta}e entered Keto i» **« 4fW-<^ 
earfy eve*u*f. Tnt tifU-Jtpped Tex 
hid 0* firi farewell ejud xtAded in 

* *x direction of t'te kctel... 





COWBOY LOVE 




COWBOy LOVE 



Marsha had fc**d 
in the ttmfiM 0/ 
Tex'S tftrnct. the 
Sxnele fieeivne 
Moment cf iheir 
kiss -timt axemen 
alone y*ould 
possess her MH 

S3 diyett 

SUHSti.Skt 

rode out to ' 
Mtm Bwge 
to find him 
tkert-. 




The A«f* \n MQM MM I>mMi 

Oniy *e apeeastd by dratk itself, 
Msrskm saw th*t-but this was 
ft* fiV tend - the qxe her 
hrmri hed ckcsexi She couldn't 
Jet omt love be trtunpted by the 
merciless hoofs ofvtnftence! 

|UT, TFX-VOU \ I OWT MM ABOUT 
OUT MEAN THAT.' 1 fT. AtAJTSWA! I WQWT 
NC7 MOW, AFTER / CHANGE MY 
W6VE FOUKP VvOl/P BE BETTER OFT 
auTM OTHER™ \ TO FORGET ABOUT 
ATTER WEVE /#e KWHT , 
SO MUCH TO / NOW' 
LIVE FOR.' 
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An air of 
stark itHWRh'fy 
huna about the 
rco-m. Uwas 
as though 
Barbara W 

■iolearn her deepest 
fears were not 
a dream at alii 
She turned to 
yfex - but his 
hate was a 
barrier Hot 
even her love 
could , 
surmount. 
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Ttx was thunderstruck/ He had been raised by 
the money of the very ma% he. sought to kill ' 
fruck Kenyon understood the neanina of this 
hesitancy ana., rattUr-likt. he struck. But 
Tex and the sheriff were alert and ready ' 



InkmihatiHO 
defeat at 
faints ef 
iw> of the 
JasUst gun- 
handlers in 
the west, 
Kexyvnml 
tttSWU orchid 
sullenly 

akeaaZ 
mite a 

CDMK9 WHi 
his girl knew 
that oh the 
brink of lifts 
greatest mgedy- 

they ha d 
discovered lis 
ttest 



CO 




